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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EG XF 

SUBJECT: PRESS TREATMENT OF PEACE PROCESS 
REF: CAIRO 19752 

1 . SUMMARY. MAIN STORIES IN PRESS NOV 30 WERE SADAT ABC 
INTERVIEW (GIVEN NOV 27) AND DEVELOPMENTS RELATED TO 
CAIRO CONFERENCE (SEPTEL). POST-JERUSALEM THEMES TREATED 
IN SAME VEIN AS PAST DAYS. SADAT STILL PRESSING FOR U.S. 
ASSISTANCE ON MAJOR ISSUES. END 

SUMMARY. 

2. ISRAELI CONCESSIONS. SADAT STILL MUM ON SPECIFICS OF 
WHAT HE SEEKING BUT PRESS HIGHLIGHTED HIS STATEMENT TO ABC 
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THAT ISRAELI CONCESSIONS INEVITABLE OR ISRAELI LEADERSHIP 
"WOULD BE STONED" BY ITS OWN PEOPLE. U.S. ROLE ADDRESSED 
ELLIPTICALLY IN TERMS OF CONCESSIONS WHEN SADAT SAID HE 
HAD MADE THINGS EASIER FOR PRESIDENT CARTER AND "U.S. ROLE 
IS 99 PERCENT". CONVENIENT COUNTERPOINT WAS AHRAM EX- 
CLUSIVE INTERVIEW BY MARK BRUZONSKY OF PERES WHO ESPOUSED 
COMPROMISE ON WEST BANK (SEPTEL). FOLLOWING SADAT LEAD, 
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HOWEVER, PAPERS AVOID SPECULATION OF WHEN SADAT WILL PRE- 
SENT ISRAEL AND U.S. WITH JERUSALEM TRAVEL VOUCHER. 

3. PALESTINIANS. PRESS HAD LITTLE TIME FOR COMMENT ON 
PLO BUT REPORTED BRIEFLY ON ARAFAT-SOVIET EXCHANGE OF 
MESSAGES IN BEIRUT AND VIEW ATTRIBUTED TO U.S. OFFICIAL 
SOURCES THAT PLO HAS LOST GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY BY TURNING 
DOWN SADAT INVITATION TO CAIRO. 

4. ARAB CRITICS. REJECTIONISTS DULY FLAYED IN EDITORIALS. 
SOVIETS ATTACKED, AND SYRIAN BA’ATH WELL WORKED OVER. ASSAD 
STILL RECEIVING NO DIRECT ATTACKS, ALTHOUGH SYRIA INCREAS- 
INGLY DEFINED AS REJECTIONIST. TRIPOLI SUMMIT LABELED 
FAILURE IN HEADLINES. KUWAITI DIPLOMATIC SOURCE REPORTEDLY 
"ANNOUNCED' 1 THAT SAUDI ARABIA AND KUWAIT WOULD REFUSE TO 
PARTICIPATE IN TRIPOLI SUMMIT OR ANY OTHER CONFERENCE NOT 
ATTENDED BY EGYPT. SADAT HIMSELF, IN REMARKS BEFORE HIGHER 
JUDICIARY COUNCIL, CALLED ON ARABS TO ADOPT METHODS SUIT- 
ABLE TO MODERN AGE AND REJECTED ARAB ATTACKS AS "UNFAIR 
CRITICISM AND ABUSE BASED ON ENVY, HATRED AND WEAKNESS." 

5. COMMENT. SADAT EMPHASIZED IMPORTANCE OF U.S. ROLE 
AND THAT PRESIDENT CARTER MUST NOW "GO STRAIGHT TO HEART 
OF MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM." ABC QUESTIONERS SEEMED TO SEE 
THIS AS CALL ON U.S. TO PRESS ISRAEL TO DROP PROCEDURAL 
OBJECTIONS. SEEMS CLEAR, HOWEVER, THAT OPPOSITE IS TRUE: 

SADAT IS SAYING HE IS NOT CONCERNED WITH PROCEDURE-IT 
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CAN BE IRONED OUT AT LEVEL OF EXPERTS IN CAIRO-BUT PRESI- 
DENT MUST FOCUS PRESSURE ON ISRAEL ON MAJOR SUBSTANTIVE 
QUESTIONS. ETILS 
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